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Introduction and Procedures
Welcome to Writing Prep Workshop for Great Books Papers!  I am happy to provide this self-study schedule to help you work through P.E.P. Talk, the “book” I have worked on over the years I have evaluated papers for Great Books tutorial students. Download your copy (2005 version) with the link above or from the “Downloads” (“Free Resources”) page of my website.
It is my purpose to make sure you read and understand the valuable information in this booklet, so each set of assignments—two quizzes and two writing assignments per week—will require you to read closely and then apply the concepts to some brief writing of your own. You are welcome to complete this study at any point in the school year, but it will be offered at my site only in August, September, and October, 2010. Those eligible for evaluations should plan to complete all the written assignments by Thanksgiving at the latest.
Self-Study Procedures
If you are completing this study on your own, simply follow the schedule on the preceding page to work your way through P.E.P. Talk, taking time to complete the quizzes to check your comprehension before moving on. (The quiz answers are at the end of this document.)  I highly recommend you complete the writing assignments—brief and interesting—to practice the principles before moving on.  Please note that if you are completing this course in its free version (without being enrolled in one of my services), I do not provide “support” in the form of evaluations or email responses to your questions about the course content.  If you would like these services, please see below.
Evaluation Procedures
For 2010 I am offering this self-study version of the course free of charge to anyone interested in it.  But students enrolled in my Great Books Writing Workshop are eligible for evaluation of their written assignments—please see the Great Books Writing Prep Workshop item at the top of the course area. In addition, those who would like to order a Consultation can use their consultation time for these evaluations, in addition to receiving a free e-document of their choice. (I suggest one of the syllabi from Great Books Writing Workshop.) 

You will be completing the quizzes on your own, using the answers on the last page of this document to check your work. The written assignments are brief and focused—though you should have fun completing them. From those submitting written work for evaluation I do expect clean, proofread work, your best effort in at least two drafts.  When you are ready to post something for my evaluation, please go to CRTeacher.com to do so. I will respond with an evaluation within a couple of days.
Okay, let’s get started!

Introduction – The Fashioning

Ending on p. 5

Quiz  (All quiz answers are on the last page of this document.)
Complete with your book ( P.E.P. Talk ) closed except as noted.
R.L. Dabney once said that we can do no more than pray until we have prayed.  How does this saying apply to students writing essays for Great Books tutorials?

· The student must follow the basic instructions before he can do something fancy

· The student must pray he will do well on an essay

· Only “real writers” can write these essays

What is the name of the student writing the samples under “Email Courtesy” in your book?  (You may use P.E.P. Talk to answer this question.)

· Susie Q

· Joe Blow

· Laura Fischer

How did you get the information to answer that question?

· Guessed

· Used the “search” function of my word processor as instructed

· Looked all through the document until I found it

What is the best way to write a draft?

· Type it all on the computer, working all drafts on screen only, never printing out a copy

· Write it all by hand, then correct and type up a new version on the computer

· Type it up on the computer, then print out a copy and revise from that with paper, pen, scissors, and tape

· All of the above

· All of the above except “computer only”

What does “holistic” have to do with essay writing, according to the book?

· It means writers use a lot of different skills, knowledge, and approaches

· It refers to the way essays are graded

· It is a term used in modern education and is not used in our classical approach

Writing Assignment
Share any experience you have with drafting essays for your school work – anything you’ve found helpful or unhelpful – even any troubles you just haven’t been able to get over. I’ll reply as helpfully as I can.
The Framework--Thesis
pp. 5-6
Quiz

What is a thesis, according to the book?
· The long paper written by advanced students
· The “god-system” that controls an essay
· The main point of an essay
What is a common error in student papers, discussed in this section?
· Relying on plot summary alone
· Putting the thesis at the end
· Including the student’s own opinions
What kind of interpretive “spin” does the final example in this section use?
· Arguing that both Antigone and Creon were wrong
· Arguing as a Marxist addressing Marxists
· Arguing as Socrates defending Antigone
Writing Assignment
Choose one of the essays in the “Samples” section, beginning on p. 19, and write a paragraph that
· Identifies the thesis idea or thesis statement of the work and where it occurs in the piece

· Explains why you think that’s the thesis

· Restates the thesis in your own words

Begin something like this:  “In Laura Fischer’s essay ‘Old Man Eloquent,’ a character description of John Quincy Adams, Miss Fischer’s thesis is that . . . “

Remember to support your own thesis! 

Note: different interpretations can be correct!
The Framework—Introduction, Conclusion
pp. 7-8
Quiz

What lesson did Agrippina teach Nero?
· She was the “best of mothers”
· She was not to be trusted
· Power is worth anything

Which of these is the best passage in an introduction?
· There are three reasons why Christians should read Lucretius, despite the blatant problems in his philosophy.  .  .  . He was the best proponent of an influential philosophy; his poetry is simply beautiful, and he provides valuable lessons in how to present unpopular ideas in an attractive format.
· Christians should read Lucretius for three reasons. The first reason is because he was an important philosopher. Two, you can learn how to make bad stuff look good. And last but not least I like his poetry.
· There are three reasons I think you should read Lucretius, even though he was a pagan: his popularity, how he made nasty medicine go down easily, and he writes simply beautiful poetry.
The last example in the “Conclusion” section shows
· How we have to limit our interpretation of pagan subjects to their own historical and moral context
· How well a student incorporates Scripture and Scriptural principles into his conclusion
· How a student “tacks on” Scripture in an awkward way
Writing Assignment
Using one of the sample introductions or conclusions on pages 7-8, create its “bookend” on your own. In other words, take one of the sample intros, figure out what the body of the essay probably said, and then write a one-paragraph conclusion to match the intro. Or write an intro to match one of the conclusions. Type up both the introduction and conclusion in your submission.
Hint: it should not be your goal to make a twin paragraph; rather, strive to have an intro that promises and a conclusion that fulfills.

Another hint: study the samples on pp. 22-25 for inspiration.

The Fabric—Support, Narrative
pp. 8-10
Quiz

What does “P.E.P. Talk” term the problem many students have when they fault a Greek hero for lacking Christian virtue or praise Antigone’s “civil disobedience?”
· Anthropomorphism
· Amphiboly
· Anachronism
What analogy is provided for how to handle narrative in your writing?
· Weaving the fabric of narrative on the loom of the thesis
· Stepping from rock to rock without sinking into the narrative stream
· Planting the seeds of the thesis and watering them with the genius of the writer, basking in the sunshine of God’s love, and adding the fertilizer of apt examples and decorative decorations
What is wrong with the narrative, “David slew Goliath?”
· Nothing, but if you’re writing about it in an essay you ought to explain how strong David was and how clever with his sling, and tell how this incident caused God to choose him as king.
· Nothing, but if you’re writing about it in an essay you ought to explain how David fought on behalf of the honor of the Lord, and not to prove himself, and how this helped fulfill his earlier anointing as king, when as yet no one knew who he was.
· The verb form “slew” is incorrect.
Writing Assignment
Review the events of I Samuel 17, about David and Goliath, and write one paragraph of narrative, perhaps focusing on just one portion of the story. Your purpose should be to provide some background and “spin” as you tell your bit of the story, helping us know how to think about it.
The Fabric—Summary, Definition
pp. 10-11
Quiz

What is a way summary is often used in an essay?
· To form the entire essay
· To provide the background or the results of an important moment focused on in the essay

· To collect the evidence of a theme across many works in order to make one large statement
· All of the above

· None of the above

What example is given for a good use of summary?
· Exploring the theme of piety in ancient literature
· Creating a “hall of heroes” with many characteristics in common
· Avoiding making a personal judgment—just letting the reader come to his own conclusion
What Greek philosophy is explained in the section on definition?
· Stoicism
· Antigonism
· Epicureanism
Writing Assignment
Create a good definition of some “-ism” or other abstract concept you have studied. Make your definition no more than a paragraph long--maybe as little as one sentence. Try to give your definition some flair, as in the examples.
Helps:  see the second paragraph of “From the Summit,” p. 20, for a definition of Christian culture. “A Perplexing Lack of Penitence” on p. 23 is an extended definition of that term as it applies to a character in The Scarlet Letter.
The Fabric—Comparison, Style
pp. 11-13

Quiz

Which of these is the most problematic comparison?  (Be prepared to defend your choice in our discussions.)
· Odysseus and Jesus
· Odysseus and King David
· King David and King Alfred the Great
· King Alfred the Great and Jesus

When do you know your “list” needs work?
· When you can see it on your paper from across the room
· When it has more or fewer than three points
· When it is not numbered or lettered or bulleted
What is a good sign that you’re developing your own style and expertise?
· You can make good analogies from Scripture, history, and other literature
· You become known for particular good sentence patterns
· You have enough guts to try some original poetry
· All of the above

· None of the above

Writing Assignment
Using the few sentences in the example about the “sweating soldier” on p. 13, rewrite the passage in another style. For example, this character was “rather annoyed.” Consider one or more of these alternatives:
The soldier was very afraid

…scornful of the effort or of the enemy

…proud to be among these heroes

…?

The language is very educated

…flowery

…gritty

…full of technical detail

…simple

…in the voice of an illiterate (but not misspelled!)

…?

Identify the choices you are making, how he’s feeling and what his language should be like.  That way we can tell whether you’ve succeeded.
The Finishing—Quotation, Sub/Coord, Verbs
pp. 14-16

Quiz

It is best to . . .
· Present quotes in full context and large chunks, set apart from the text
· Avoid quotation at all—always use your own words
· Work quotations into your own prose, preserving smooth style and good grammar, with proper punctuation and fair representation of the material
Good subordination. . .
· Shows the student’s respect for the teacher
· Makes the obvious a backdrop for the interesting
· Does not exist—we should emphasize everything equally and fairly
Which is/are correct?
1. When Achilles heard the news, he wept openly.

2. When Achilles heard the news, he weeps openly.

3. When Achilles hears the news, he wept openly.

4. When Achilles hears the news, he weeps openly.

· All are correct
· Only the first and fourth are correct
· All but the third are correct
Writing Assignment
Using the passage from Livy on p. 24, craft a paragraph that does these things:
· Uses partial quotes embedded in your own prose fairly and with proper punctuation

· Uses some subordination and/or coordination

· Makes proper use of verb tenses

Your paragraph needn’t be about Livy or his passage—you can say something entirely new. But you still need to use a quote from the passage, to show you can do it.
Be sure to use a good handbook or online writing lab or style sheet for proper quotation form. Don’t worry about references other than “Livy.” 
The Finishing—Misc. Hot Spots, Title
pp. 17-18

Quiz

What word often trips people up with punctuation?
· Hopefully
· However
· While
What is the worth of “Email Courtesy?”
· Stupid and unnecessary
· A mark of good training and good will
· Okay but not essential
What is the last topic covered in this reading?
· The value of a good title
· The necessity of proofreading
· Details about margins and line spacing
Writing Assignment
You should be getting close to that first paper of the year. As a final fun assignment, come up with some good title possibilities for your paper or a possible paper to fulfill the first assignment in your Great Books tutorial.  Tell us what the assignment is and anything we might need to know to “get it’ about the title you’ve crafted.
As another option, come up with some good alternative titles for well-known works. For example,

· Books of the Bible
Philemon


“A Plea for Mercy”

· Movies

Spiderman


um…Spiderman
· TV Shows

Friends


Unwholesome Companions
· Books


The Magician’s Nephew
The Creation of Narnia
Quiz Answers

Introduction –The Fashioning

Dabney – Basics first

Student – Joe Blow

How? – Used “search”

Best way to draft? – All except “Computer only”

Framework—Thesis

Thesis? – Main point

Common error – Relying on plot

Spin? – Marxist

Framework – Intro, Conclusion

Agrippina – Power

Best? – Three reasons (long one), though it has a comma problem

Last? – How well student incorporates Scripture

Fabric – Support, Narrative

Problem? – Anachronism

Analogy? – Rock to rock

David/Goliath – Nothing, but explain fighting for the Lord, not himself

Fabric – Summary, Definition

Way used? – All of the above

Example? – Exploring piety

Greek philosophy? – Epicureanism

Fabric – Comparison, Style

Problematic comparison – Odysseus and Jesus

List needs work – See from across the room

Sign of style – All of the above

Finishing – Quotation, Sub/Coord, Verbs

Best to – Work quotations in

Good subordination – Makes the obvious a backdrop

Which correct? – Only first and fourth

Finishing – Misc. Hot Spots, Title

Tripper? – However

Email courtesy– Mark of good training and good will

Last topic – Value of good title
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