Writing Assessment Services

Sample Single Evaluation

My Comments in Green

This evaluation was part of a Consultation for one family in 2008 and at about 500 words is briefer than what you can expect from a Single Evaluation (up to 1000 words). Its purpose was to get a snapshot of the student’s writing skills in order to suggest a good “next step” for his writing.
This assignment is from the "Movies As Literature" book by Kathryn Stout  on Kenneth Branagh's "Henry V" movie.  Oh boy—my favorite! 

Composition question #24 (pg.112):    King Henry is referred to as "noble Harry."  Defend his noble character as a man, a king, and a Christian.                                                                                                          
2-24-08
Noble Harry
            Throughout Shakespeare's Play Henry V, King Henry V showed himself as a strong charismatic leader who justly upheld the law. Flashbacks in Kenneth Branagh’s movie of Shakespeare's play, Henry V, show young Henry’s wild past; This should be a dash or colon, because what follows is not an independent clause, which the semicolon would require. Also, since what follows explains what precedes, the dash or colon is better for that reason, too.  frequenting the local tavern and gaining a reputation of for being irresponsible.  Upon assuming the position as sovereign of England, Henry wants to show the French he did not carry his wildness and irresponsibility to the throne of England.  This he did as he defines verb tense trouble (elsewhere, too). his noble character throughout the play as a merciful and determined man; a just and valiant king; and a humble and faith-believing Christian.  Is “faith-believing” an emphasis on the value of faith itself?  Not clear.  These semicolons should be commas. Apart from the mechanics problems, this is a very nice intro. 
            Henry shows himself to be merciful many times during the play. While fighting at Harfleur he gives the French governor more than one chance to surrender. Henry V said, ”This is the last parlay we will admit”, Comma splice. This should be a semicolon.  also after the Governor of the castle accepts he tells his uncle (Exeter) to use mercy.  This sentence needs some reorganization. Henry implores, ”Use mercy to them all, dear, uncle.”  
            
            Henry is not afraid to carry out the law justly to malefactors who brake [Shakespearean language creeping in.] it.  Such examples are cited twice in the play.  He has Bardolf, an old friend from the tavern, hung hanged (mysterious fluke of the language)  for stealing from a French church.   If he had let that slip he would have shown that he was not a just or honest King for in giving special favors to a thief. Finally  Doesn’t this happen earlier than the other execution? Scroop, one of his nobles, plotted an assassination on him, and Henry had him executed.  Henry shows great leadership as a king, especially when he gives great morale-boosting speeches to his men before the battle of Agincourt where they were severally out numbered.  Also he fights with his men in the thick of the battle. Try for smoother connections among sentences. 
            
            Henry shows himself to be a faith-believing Christian in the play  to be distinguished from the movie? when the French messenger came by asking for their surrender.  As the messenger is leaving, Gloucester, an English captain, asked the King, “What if they attack tonight?” Henry V I wouldn’t refer to him by the number except in the title or if there’s another Henry from whom he needs to be distinguished. But even then “father” or “elder” would be better.  replies,“  We are in God’s hands, brother, not in theirs”.  Also he “He also” is smoother.  shows humbleness  when praying the night before the battle, where he said comma  “Though all that I can do is nothing worth; Since my penance comes after all, imploring pardon.” Henry also acknowledges God’s sovereignty over him after the Battle of Agincourt when he declares, “Praise be God, and not our strength for it.” Yes, this is a great quote. 
 
            In this Play Shakespeare wonderfully portrayed Henry V as a virtuous stout man, ready to defend his rightful claim to the French throne.   He eventually defeated the French and married the French king’s daughter comma  ending the war between England and France.  He was long afterwards remembered as “Noble Harry.”
Good overall structure, and good analysis with good support for your points.  You need to work on transitions, verb forms, and punctuation, but I think you’re in good preparatory shape for the Progymnasmata exercises.  This is a good B effort.  Thanks for this work, and I look forward to working with you more! 
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