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Impromptu Essay Assignment Evaluation
My Comments in Green
The essay and evaluation below come from an old course, "Writing Skills Workshop for the GED," but the assignment is typical of any standardized essay exam or assignment, such as CriterionSM. Holly, a high school student preparing for a high school exit exam and for college entrance, was given 50 minutes to write by hand on a topic she had not seen before, then she transcribed the essay to the computer for submission. The close commentary here should help you see how to think deeply about the difference between a successful and an adequate or inadequate response to such a topic. Please study my comments, noting that I emphasize content more than mechanics for this particular evaluation. You might want to give the essay a try yourself, first! :-)  
Explain how outward characteristics can tell you about the inner character of a person.

(The numbers indicate individual paragraphs.)
(1) Outward characteristics can tell you about the inner character of a person. Some examples of outward characteristics can be smiling ,frowning, fidgety movements, or not looking a person in the eye. 
The first thing to consider is the nature of the question, and the difference between a temporary emotional state and an ongoing character quality. Anyone can "put on" a mannerism for a time, and certainly a long habit can "reveal" a trait inside. Also note that "characteristics" =/= "mannerisms." Permanent frown wrinkles or a bald patch on the head from pulling hair can reveal a chronic state in a person...

These examples are some of many that can tell you about the inner character of a person. These examples could affect the way a person might think of you. 
These two sentences repeat the same idea, except that you switch the point of view. Are we the person trying to figure out another by the characteristics, or are we folks with characteristics trying to "set forth" a certain image of ourselves? Be sure to pinpoint your audience from the beginning. 

Many times people glance at a person and do not give them a chance to show their inner self. 
And now your commentary is on OTHER people, the BAD ones who won't look at the inside--but you've already said the outside SHOWS the inside. So which is it? :-)

(2) Facial expressions can give multiple opinions of people. Usually smiling, happy people are very content with their life. Smiling can show many good emotions. Smiling can also show that you are content with your self. Many people who smile a lot show that they care for themselves and others.
Or that they're insane, or so detached from the rest of humanity that nothing can faze them . . . (just being a devil's advocate here).

(3) Frowning can indicate that a person might be depressed. People who frown a lot show that they are not sure of themselves or others. 
Or that they're grumpuses, VERY sure of themselves but not approving of the rest of the world.

A fidgety person has a lot of nervous energy. In order to relieve some of their energy they are constantly moving a part of their body or object.
Good observation. But does "nervous energy" say anything about a person's "soul," or just about his metabolism?

(4) Occasionally while talking to some people, they will not look you in the eye. This is a sign that they are not telling the truth. This is not always the case. Some people just have a hard time looking you in the eye. This could be a very insecure person.
Modifier problem in the first sentence. While YOU are talking, THEY will not look you in the eye. Good to show the exception here, but do you have a clue for telling the difference between a liar and an insecure person? And some have vision problems that prevent their "focusing" properly even if they mean to....

(5) The more you get to know somebody the more you learn about their inner self. It takes a lot of time to get to know a person. You need to take it day by day. Occasionally the first impression is wrong. However, outward characteristics can send the wrong signals about the true person. The true inner person is what counts. Because of this, people need to be concerned about outward characteristics and make good first impressions.
Though most of what you say in this paragraph is true, it is not logically arranged in a progression of ideas that build up to make a point for you. You keep stepping around to another place to address another audience--the character judge, the person who needs to watch his own mannerisms, one who might wrongly judge on a first impression, etc. If your last sentence is the "clincher," then the WHOLE essay should be geared toward a person who might not be noticing his mannerisms and needs to "craft" them to give the impression he wants.

Your crucial need overall is planning. Certainly you have a plain structure in which you hit a few points in the intro that then form the content of each of the next few paragraphs, with a summary paragraph at the end, but the CONTENT of those points is not helping to support a strong thesis.

This essay would earn about a 3 on the GED or a similar score on equivalent holistically-scored essays (CriterionSM ACTR, SATR, etc.).

Do a leisurely rewrite of this, scraping away the "content" but keeping the basic structure, and addressing ONE audience with ONE message. We'll get there! :-)
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