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You Tube videos, Scientology magazines, cruise ships, products for the visually impaired, and a George Michael song—these characterize some of the most popular hits after typing “freedom” into a common internet search-engine.  Fun list. Among these various, unrelated websites, some sites were found describing the actual word “freedom.” These sites, however, differed greatly in how they defined freedom. Some said the definition of freedom differed depending on a person’s philosophy; others described freedom as the right to do as one wished; and still others went as far as saying that freedom meant being free from all forms of government. Self-government, too, or the laws of nature? ( With all of these conflicting definitions, what is freedom? “Freedom is not merely the opportunity to do what one pleases,” writes C. Wright Mills, but the opportunity to do what one should without fear and the responsibility to respect the freedom enjoyed. The last bit is somewhat opaque.  Would he call irresponsible freedom something else? 

 Freedom is not, as Epictetus considers it, “the right to live as we wish.” Was E. just dumb, or could you explain a bit more about what he meant and how he missed it?  Many teenagers long for the day they turn eighteen. To them, eighteen means freedom to do as they please without responsibility or restraint. Their “I’m an adult so I can do whatever I want” mentality leads them to stay out late, hold wild parties, drink recklessly, and get into trouble with the law. To many teenagers, freedom equals irresponsibility. Other people, however, view freedom as an excuse. When they want to verbally express themselves, they cry “freedom of speech” to justify their cruel, heartless words. Yes. When they print something slanderous Review definitions of “slander” and “libel.”  in the newspaper, these people cry “freedom of the press” to justify their actions. Even Communist countries defend their practices of controlling people’s lives. Arguing that they give their people the freedoms to live and breathe and make minimal economic decisions, these Communists ignore the freedoms to participate in government, to own property, or to protest.  I saw in the news today that Cuba is now allowing regular people to buy things in the stores, but the pesos the store goods cost are worth 24 times what the pesos are worth with which the people are paid. A lot of people, I understand, just visited the stores (a new freedom) to look at what the rich (governmentally privileged) can buy. 

Over two hundred years ago, the Founding Fathers drafted the longest-lasting national constitution in world history. In this The demonstrative pronoun makes it a generic, not to be capitalized. Use “the” instead.  Constitution, they clearly laid out the true Based on what standard? definition of freedom—the opportunity to do what one should without fear in all areas of life. Good to bring back in your earlier phrase. Although not an original definition,  Modifier problem. What follows the comma should be the thing defined. society has moved so far from the true meaning of freedom that most people barely recognize the Founding Fathers’ definition. Freedom means having the opportunity to speak out—without slandering—through the freedom of speech and freedom of the press without worrying about being killed for what was said. Sentence needs better organization. Freedom means having the opportunity to worship God without persecution. Freedom means having the opportunity to pursue “life, liberty, and…happiness.” Because of freedom, people have the opportunity to do what they should without fearing the government or other people. This is what freedom means; it is not an ability to do what one wants or an excuse to say what one wants without regard to others. 

 Even though freedom means the opportunity to do what one should without fear, respecting the cost of freedom is a corollary to truly understanding freedom: Good.  the more the definition of freedom is skewed, the less respect people will have for it. The age old Hyphenate.  proverb, “freedom isn’t free,” IS it that old?  could not be closer to the truth. Between the years of 1775-and1883, about twenty-five thousand men died fighting the War for Independence. Between the years of  And from…1930-1945, fourteen million men on the Allied side died fighting World War Two. These men gave their lives so that people could have the opportunity to do what they should, not what they felt like doing. Nice. Freedom is a gift and a responsibility that many men and women have fought for and continue to fight for. This gift of freedom truly “hangs by a thread,” and unless we respect the cost of freedom, it will truly disappear.


When people stop associating freedom with free-will, when people stop taking freedom out of context, when the cost of our freedom is truly appreciated and respected, then people will understand the true definition of freedom. 
Where, ultimately, does the “true definition” come from?  In one way, a word means what those who use it mean by it.  You need an ultimate authority (Scripture is really what I mean) for the definition of the thing.  Since you don’t make that ultimate appeal, the “true freedom” concept kind of slips away each time you invoke it.  Otherwise, very nice essay, with good use of examples and quotes.  A-minus.
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