Writing Assessment Services

Sample Consultation Exchange
My Comments in Blue

From: Xanthippe Yolanda Zimmerman (not her real name ()
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2007 
To: Cindy Marsch
Subject: Re: Consultation
Hi Cindy,

 

I appreciate your help.  I have 3 kids, one preparing for college in the fall, one with two years of high school left and one in 8th grade.  I have not done a good job of giving them methodic and structured writing instruction.  It has been undoubtedly the weakest part of our homeschooling.  That is a common problem, even for me! 
 

My oldest son is taking Rhetoric online with Wes Callihan (and loving it!) this year, Yes, I always enjoy reading the papers from this course for my evaluation clients.  and has applied to New Saint Andrews College for the fall of 2008.  He expresses himself well on paper, and is not a reluctant writer, but again, after hearing your lecture [Webinar with Fritz Hinrichs*** online during Summer 2007] and looking at your website, I see that he does not have the training he needs to communicate as effectively as he needs to in writing, and in different kinds of writing.  And I know he needs these skills. OK. We can work on that if you like.

 

My middle son is not a reluctant writer either.  He is a very self-disciplined student, quieter and thoughtful, and tends to be more naturally thorough in his writing than his older brother.  But again, how to teach him in a methodical and deliberate way I seem to know not.  He is likely a good candidate for the Progymnasmata Tutorial series.

 

My daughter, 12, is my most reluctant writer, simply because I think she doesn't want to take the time to write!   I want to help her as well, in a structured way to develop her writing skills and so that she is not in this position in high school as the boys are. She’s at the leisurely age, a time when you can find fun things for her to write that will develop her skills even without her knowing it! 
 

I am using the Gileskirk antiquities lectures this year and am not following the whole curriculum strictly, but am combining it as well with some things from the Veritas Press Omnibus on Ancient and Biblical Civilizations.  I work eclectically, too, in our home school, and we are currently using [Gileskirk materials] in connection with Teaching Company courses.  One thing that has worked well for us has been for me to develop a year-long syllabus that groups topics together for our study over a few or several weeks at a time, with a paper (most under 1000 words) due at the end of each of these periods.  For example, this year we are emphasizing warfare, archaeology, and the history of Rome in our Antiquities study, so the first few weeks were “Beginnings,” with a paper on Creation stories or mythologies, comparing them to Biblical concepts.  My 10th grader wrote about the contrast between Hosea and his unfaithful wife and Zeus and Hera’s stormy relationship, showing the superiority of the message in Hosea.  My 12th grader wrote a comparison of the Greek and Biblical Creation accounts. Other topics for the year are/will be Nations, Captivity, Greeks, Rome Begins, Alexander, Rome Rises, and Rome Declines.  <SNIP>  My two teens still at home thrill my heart with their discernment of the Christian and secular world views—I tell them it’s good exercise. 
 

I would appreciate your counsel and advice as to how I can help them at their various stages to make the most of our studies--not to just incorporate writing, but to really learn writing skills as we write this year.  If you have materials that you believe would be useful to us, I would love to know about them and how to use them for my children's greatest benenfit.  Have you looked at my syllabus for the Great Books Writing Workshop for Antiquity?  It might be a good choice for your senior, at least, and perhaps for the sophomore, though it is likely too much for the 12yo.  You could either jump in with us at this point <Snip> or use the syllabus on your own, perhaps in conjunction with an evaluation package for select assignments that fit your schedule.  I believe all your children would benefit from the Progymnasmata Tutorial series, though they’d get a taste of its assignments in the GBWW mentioned above.  Perhaps you could consider enrolling the older two in the Progymnasmata Tutorial . . . (an intense [six] weeks of several hours per week of work) even on top of GBWW, or in place of it.  

Since you aren’t sure what to start with at this point, I think you need some material in the form of exercises or assignments.  You could get one of my workbooks (I’d suggest Narrative) for your courtesy document and begin working on that with all three of them (assuring the older it’s not too elementary and the younger it’s not too hard ).

 

I'm not sure how detailed to be right now, so I will submit this to you, and see what your suggestions are from here.  Why don’t you look over these possibilities and write back with any questions you might have. Depending on your 12yo’s maturity, you might want to give her an easy start with some of Matt Whitling’s *Imitation in Writing* workbooks (not poetry), available from Canon Press.

 

Thank you so much,  You’re welcome!
 

Xanthippe  

Cindy Marsch
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